
Consultation: Greater Golden Horseshoe Transportation Plan
discussion paper
View our new discussion paper about the Greater Golden Horseshoe transportation plan and share your feedback by
completing this survey.

Closing date: August 28, 2021

This survey will take 20 minutes to complete.
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A vision for mobility in 2051

Section 2 of the discussion paper describes the three pillars in our proposed 2051 vision for mobility. Review the pillars in
the discussion paper to answer the following questions.

Getting people moving on a connected transit system

1. The first pillar of the proposed 2051 vision is the transformation of the regional transit system from today’s radial
commuter network to an expansive grid. With new routes, more frequent services and more connections, you will be
able to quickly and easily travel across the region and get where you need to go without going through the core. This
includes:

Delivering major transit investments that are at various stages of planning, design and construction including
the Ontario Line, Eglinton Crosstown West Extension, Yonge North and Scarborough Subway Extensions and
Finch West, Hurontario and Hamilton LRTs.
Exploring a new east-west, cross-regional connection between Burlington and Oshawa that connects
existing GO Rail lines outside of Union Station.
Exploring a new transit loop that connects the Ontario Line to new major transit hubs where regional
services connect, including at Pearson Airport and Richmond Hill Centre.
Increasing the frequency of local transit service to every 10 minutes, across all urban areas.
Fully integrating transit fares and services to provide seamless connections across the region.
Ensuring 24-hour public transportation access to better serve employees of the region’s largest
employment nodes.
Planning services to support equity of access and mobility for marginalized people and communities.
Promoting walking and cycling as a first choice for short trips and to access transit stations by connecting
active transportation routes to establish a safe and convenient network.

A. To what extent do you agree that the solutions proposed will achieve your priorities for the transit system by 2051?

 Strongly agree

 Agree

 



 Unsure

 Disagree

 Strongly disagree

B. Which solutions are most important for the GGH region transit system by 2051?

 Delivering major transit projects now in planning, design and construction such as the Ontario Line

 A new east-west, cross-regional connection that connects existing GO Rail lines outside Union Station

 A new transit loop that extends and connects the Ontario Line

 Frequent local transit service, every 10 minutes, across all urban areas

 Fully integrated transit fares and services

 Plan services to support equality of access and mobility

 Promote walking and cycling by connecting active transportation routes and facilities

C. Is there anything else we should consider for the transit system by 2051?
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These are all lofty ideals.  The key problem will be jurisdictional issues.  How will these be addressed?  Unless you can 
successfully address this issue, your vision is nothing more than a nice pipe dream.  Suggest you expand Metrolinx 
services as much as possible leaving truly local transportation in the hands of local governments.  As long a Metrolinx's 
services cover all major inter-regional and to a lesser extent,  major local transportation needs, your vision has some hope 
of being achieved. 
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Enhancing capacity and performance on congested roads

2. The second pillar of the proposed 2051 vision is a resilient road network that provides more capacity in the most congested areas,
more efficient freight routes and better route alternatives. Policies will encourage road users to shift their travel so that the
system works better for everyone, for example, taking trips earlier or later in the day, or taking other modes of transportation. A
stronger road network means you will be able to get where you want to go reliably and on time. This includes

Delivering major highway projects at various stages of planning and design including the GTA West corridor, Bradford
Bypass, and twinning the Garden City Skyway, all of which will create a more resilient network.
Expanding highways at strategic locations across the region to relieve congestion, including the Highway 401 central
section and connections to the outer ring on Highways 400, 401, 403, and the QEW.
Establishing a network of connected managed lanes on the region’s highways, to maximize capacity and prioritize uses
such as transit and goods movement.
Exploring options to manage passenger travel demand and congestion, particularly during peak hours, by using
strategies to shift travel flows (such as pricing, parking charges, telecommuting and flexible work hours).
Supporting innovation and leveraging new technologies, such as automated, connected and electric vehicles, that
achieve a safer, more efficient, equitable and sustainable transportation system.
Planning, designing and managing the road network and rights-of-way to support safety and mobility for all users,
regardless of age, ability or mode of travel.

A. To what extent do you agree that the solutions proposed will improve the performance of the road network by 2051?

 Strongly agree

 Agree

 Unsure

 Disagree

 Strongly disagree

B. Which solutions do you see as most important for the GGH region road network by 2051?

 Delivering major highway projects at various stages of planning and design

 Expanding highways at strategic locations across the region to relieve congestion

 A network of connected managed lanes on the region’s highways, to maximize throughput and prioritize uses such as transit and goods
movement

 Managing passenger travel demand and congestion, particularly during peak hours, by using strategies to shift travel flows (e.g.,
pricing, parking charges, telecommuting and flexible work hours)

 

bfost
Underline




 Support innovation and leverage new technologies, such as automated, connected and electric vehicles, that achieve a safer, more
efficient, equitable and sustainable transportation system

 Plan, design and manage the road network and rights-of-way to support safety and mobility for all users, regardless of age, ability or
mode of travel

C. Is there anything else we should consider for the road network by 2051?
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Building more highways will not resolve congestion. It will cause it! It will also cause sprawl which totally contradicts your transit centered 
vison.  Induced demand is a well-known fact. 25 years ago, MTO's policy was to not mix local / inter regional traffic with long distance 
traffic.  MTO realized that doing so just attracted more commuter dependant residents along the new highway route.  The only way to 
properly reduce congestion is to completely separate these two types of traffic.  The proposed Hwy 413 and the Bradford Bypass will 
produce disastrous results.  Not only are you unnecessarily permanently degrading our fragile environment, you are expending huge 
sums of money that could be much better spent on our Health Care and Long Term Care Systems.  It is hard to have any confidence in 
any other section of this "vision" when you are hell bent on fast tracking these unnecessary projects while playing fast and loose with our 
environmental protection laws.  This whole vision statement is right up there with the proclamation of more green belt lands.  Your 
government trashed the greenbelt and other environmental protections with MZO's and now seeks to "change the channel" by protecting 
new green belt properties.  The fact that you refuse to consider arterial road upgrades as reasonable alternatives for the Bradford 
Bypass, notwithstanding the fact that this is a legal requirement, says it all!  This government is not democratic, does not respect the rule 
of law, and cannot be trusted.  The rule of law does not mean: retroactively change the law to allow you do whatever you want!    

Your idea of managing travel demand has merit except that COVID-19 and better technology, such as ZOOM, is already dramatically 
managing commuter travel demand.  Based on the most recent employer information, it is clear that traditional work / commute methods 
are a thing of the past.  We are now entering an era where work from home business practices will be the norm rather than the 
exception. While there will still be commuters, most of these will be traveling to the office at most, one or two times per week to attend  
important meetings. We are now even seeing US based companies broadening their hiring practices to attract and employ "distant" 
workers.  These companies are finding that their new work from home policies enable them to expand their talent pool both nationally 
and in a few cases, internationally.  This gives them a larger talent pool to draw from while keeping employment costs down as they no 
longer have to pay premium salary's necessitated by the high cost of housing within commuting distance of their offices.     
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Efficiently moving goods across the region

3. The third pillar of the proposed 2051 vision is an integrated, multimodal Strategic Goods Movement Network. By
identifying this network as a priority for movement of freight, we will be able to better protect these key facilities and
connections to make sure that people can get the goods they need and businesses can thrive as the region
continues to grow. This includes:

Planning for and managing the movement of freight on the key routes, corridors and rail, air and marine
facilities identified in the Strategic Goods Movement Network so that the region is economically competitive.
Connected corridors with real-time traffic management and new technologies such as cooperative truck-
platooning, which is when two or more vehicles are driven together as a group using vehicle-to-vehicle
communications and driving support systems.
Network performance monitoring on an ongoing basis to identify future needs and improvements across
modes to better serve goods movement.

A. To what extent do you agree that the solutions proposed will support efficient movement of goods across the region by
2051?

 Strongly agree

 Agree

 Unsure

 Disagree

 Strongly disagree

B. What solutions do you think will make the most positive impact on improving goods movement across the region by
2051?

 Planning for and managing the movement of freight on the key routes, corridors and facilities identified in the Strategic
Goods Movement Network so that the region is economically competitive

 Connected corridors supporting real-time system management and new technologies such as truck-platooning

 Network performance monitoring on an ongoing basis to identify future needs and improvements across modes

 



C. Is there anything else that we should consider to support efficient goods movement by 2051?
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MTO needs to focus on commercial /freight traffic for its highways.  Commuter traffic needs to be disadvantaged to the 
point that it becomes no longer an issue for other than local and relatively short distance interregional travels.  Over 
time, disadvantaged commuters will relocate closer to their places of work or appropriate public transit.  Alternatively 
they may work from home or even retire.  Our younger generations have a very different view about work / life balance 
and car ownership.  With carbon gas taxes planned to significantly escalate by 2030, commuter demand should reduce 
as a consequence. Electric vehicles are not the answer unless the province drops it's obsession with generating 
electricity with fossil fuels rather than employing Green Energy.   Your Goal 6:  
“Developing a strategy for low- and zero- carbon charging and fuelling stations”, cannot be achieved as long as the 
province insists on employing more fossil fuel electrical generation capacity.     
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Near term actions

Section three (3) of the discussion paper, Near-Term Actions, sets out work that is currently underway or planned in the
region – infrastructure, services and policies – that is making measurable improvements to transportation experiences now,
to realize our long-term vision. Review the near-term actions in the discussion paper to answer the following questions.

4. Please share with us what you think of the set of near-term actions included within each goal.

A. Improve transit connectivity

i. To what extent do you agree that these are the right short-term actions to improve transit connectivity across the region?

 Strongly agree

 Agree

 Unsure

 Disagree

 Strongly disagree

ii. What other actions should we consider to meet the goal of improving transit connectivity in the region?

B. Relieve congestion

i. To what extent do you agree that these are the right short-term actions to relieve congestion?

 Strongly agree

 Agree

 Unsure

 

https://www.ontario.ca/page/towards-greater-golden-horseshoe-transportation-plan-discussion-paper#section-3


 Disagree

 Strongly disagree

ii. What other actions should we consider to meet the goal of relieving congestion in the region?

C. Give users more choice

i. To what extent do you agree that these are the right near-term actions to give users more choice?

 Strongly agree

 Agree

 Unsure

 Disagree

 Strongly disagree

ii. What other actions should we consider to meet the goal of giving users more choice in the region?

D. Keep goods moving

i. To what extent do you agree that these are the right near-term actions to support goods movement?

 Strongly agree

 Agree

 Unsure

 Disagree

 Strongly disagree

ii. What other actions should we consider to meet the goal of making the transportation system safer and more
inclusive in the region?

E. Safe and inclusive

i. To what extent do you agree that these are the right near-term actions to make the transportation system safer and more
inclusive?

 Strongly agree

Immediately stop work on Hwy 413 and Bradford Bypass.  Increase Hwy 407 tolls for non commercial traffic.  Reduce tolls 
for commercial traffic.



 Agree

 Unsure

 Disagree

 Strongly disagree

ii. What other actions should we consider to meet the goal of making the transportation system safer and more
inclusive in the region?

F. Future ready

i. To what extent do you agree that these are the right near-term actions to future-proof the transportation system?

 Strongly agree

 Agree

 Unsure

 Disagree

 Strongly disagree

ii. What other actions should we consider to meet the goal of future-proofing the region?

G. Connect beyond the Greater Golden Horseshoe

i. To what extent do you agree that these are the right near-term actions to improve connections to the rest of the
province?

 Strongly agree

 Agree

 Unsure

 Disagree

 Strongly disagree

ii. What other actions should we consider to meet the goal of improving connections beyond the GGH?

5. Are there any other areas of focus or actions you feel should be included in the GGH Transportation Plan that
were not mentioned in the previous questions?

Discourage commuter traffic.  This will reduce the number of vehicles on the road and minimize the conflict between 
commercial traffic and commuter traffic.

The suggestion of extending Hwy 404 around the eastern side of Lake Simcoe to Hwy 48 should be abandoned.   This will 
overload Lake Simcoe with chlorides and encourage more sprawl close to the Lake.



6. Ontario is committed to working with and gathering input from the federal government, municipalities,
Indigenous communities and organizations, transportation agencies, industry, local businesses and the general
public to achieve our shared goals and build a better transportation system for the GGH.  

The successful implementation of the GGH Transportation Plan will require collaboration and new ways of
working together as well as new and innovative approaches to policy solutions and infrastructure delivery.

Please share your suggestions for implementation.
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All these proposed new highways will cause more problems than they will solve.  What is needed is to separate local / 
short distance interregional traffic from long distance traffic.  While nice to have, taxpayers should not have to foot the bill 
for cottage traffic. Those that can afford a cottage in northern Ontario accessible from the GGH can vary their travel times 
to avoid congestion if they choose. 

It is impossible to have any confidence in a government that is prepared to utilize a 23 year old Environmental 
Assessment as the legal basis to build something like the Bradford Bypass.  How can anyone have any confidence in this 
government where expediency "Trumps" sound, evidence based, planning?  This discussion paper could have been an 
inspiring vision of what might be accomplished.  Unfortunately, because it includes Hwy 413, the Bradford Bypass and the 
extension of Hwy 404 to Hwy 48 (another ancient resurrected EA proposal), MTOs' true colours are exposed.  The current 
expedited activities totally contradict the proposed longer term vision.  We have strong evidence that MTO is committed to 
these expedited projects.  We have nothing but soothing words to give us any confidence that the province / MTO are 
committed to these wonderful unsubstantiated visions!       
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Demographic information (optional)

1. I am responding on behalf of:

 Myself

 A business

 An organization

 A municipality or region

 Indigenous community

 Another group

2. What business, organization, municipality, Indigenous community or other group do you represent?

6. What are the first three characters of your postal code? If you prefer not to say, you can leave this blank.
L9N

7. Would you like us to email you with updates about the Greater Golden Horseshoe transportation plan?

Your privacy matters

Forbid Roads Over Green Spaces

info@frogs.ca

 



We are collecting your personal information in order to help us build an integrated transportation system in Ontario’s
Greater Golden Horseshoe. The Ministry of Transportation will review your responses.

This feedback will help us plan a better transportation system for the Greater Golden Horseshoe. We may also use your
feedback in a summary report about this survey.

The Ministry of Transportation, and their service providers, may use some of the non-identifying information you shared to
measure website analytics, performance and to improve our services.

We will not place your information on mailing lists or release it to any third party, except as may be authorized by law. For
questions on how personal information collected on this page will be used, please see our Privacy Statement or contact:

GGHTransportationPlan@Ontario.ca
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